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Viva Blue House
Stone Nullah Lane, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.
Meta4 Design Forum Ltd. (Design Architect)

Circa 1960s

Circa 2008

The residential building was lived by the grass root level. Many of whom are
migrated from the Mainland China. The usage is mixed with free school teaching
simple Chinese and English. On the ground floor there was a martial art school
cum bone-setting clinic set up by an apprentice of the famous Kung Fu legend
Wang Fei-Hung.

Part of the building was painted blue in 1996 by the government maintenance
works section with the surplus paint intended for the Water Supplies
Department. The lot on the far right at that time was still in private possession
and therefore not painted. Since then the residential building was commonly
named as the Blue House. The Cluster also include the Yellow House, Orange
House and an open space behind.
This is a rare assembly of old residential tenement houses still remained in Hong
Kong amidst the fast changing urban scene. The cluster includes grade I to III
historical buildings.
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1957-60

Urban development = Gentrification? = Tearing apart a community?

2007-10
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Blue House Cluster has been a home for many
old people who have lived there for generations.
When they were threatened by being forced out
of their familiar place simply because of the
initiative by the Urban Renewal Authority in 2007
to turn it into a Tourist Centre, they learnt Selfempowerment. With the help of social workers,
architect volunteer, and some academic
professors, we formed a Resident Right Group.
Numerous focus and working groups had been
held to work out the vision proposal of the place,
which was then put forward to the government to
petition for “retaining architecture, retaining
people”.
After two years of fighting, we succeeded in
persuading the government to grant a sum of
money for repair and upgrade the buildings.
The local NGO St James’ Settlement will operate
the site.

04

Likes: pattern cement tiles, old relics, the existing tree, neighbours
Lacks of: Toilet, kitchen, safe access staircase, reasonable living space
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Three lots of similar low rise shophouse once stood on
this open space had been taken down in 1950s. Since then,
this open space has been chained up and left unused.

Action: Conservation + Intervention
Conservation includes repairing deteriorated building fabrics and reveal authentic historical characters.
Intervention includes design for new lift, link bridge circulation, staircases, courtyard, tree preservation, toilet and kitchen, and
common social encounter spaces.
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Execution:
Phased
construction is
proposed to
maintain the social
ties of the tenants.
At the end, all the
staying tenants can
live in their own
homes.
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Documentation:
To many of the grass root level who have lived here, the congested partition flats are their
memories. In future most of the partitions will be taken down for a larger and comfortable
living space. We have carried out a thorough documentation and retained one such flat
for heritage interpretation purpose.
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Outcome:
Picture 1 shows the positive intervention of
the link bridge that sculpts the atmosphere
of forming a community. Now people can
even touch the leaves of the trees with
their hands.
Pictures 2a and 2b show the improvement
in living condition by re-provision of a minibathroom and kitchen.
Pictures 3a and 3b show the views of one
of the flats before and after renovation.
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Outcome:
The new intervention
enables the
accessibility of the
users, enhances their
experience of
appreciating the
historical architecture,
natural and built
environment, and let
them connect with
people. The
pedestrian flows from
streets to Social
enterprise shops at
G/F and then to the
courtyard. Almost a
time tunnel is set up
from old to new, and
from new to old.
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Viva Blue House
Stone Nullah Lane, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.

The Viva Blue House cluster was completed in 2017. Seven number of original household families
stay in their wish place and 12 number of new tenants move in to join the “Good Neighbourhood
Scheme”. The sense of community is getting stronger than before, and this project has demonstrated
a very good example on how to save the historical buildings and old community in the fast gentrifying
cities like Hong Kong.
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